[Pulmonary artery stump thrombosis following pneumonectomy].
Pulmonary artery stump thrombosis has been reported after pneumonectomy. The prevalence of risk factors for and outcome associated with this condition remain to be clearly evaluated. We describe three cases of pulmonary artery stump thrombosis occurring after pneumonectomy. No pulmonary embolism was observed despite the absence of anticoagulation therapy. The prevalence of arterial stump thrombosis after pneumonectomy has been estimated as 12%. It is often detected by CT scanning performed systematically as part of the routine follow up of lung cancer. Thrombus was identified as a filling defect with concave or convex margins, located at the bottom of the stump. Only one case of pulmonary embolism associated with pulmonary artery stump thrombosis has been described. The absence of complications associated with thrombus in this site suggests that anticoagulant therapy is not likely to be of benefit.